
The 1980's 
The 80s was the decade of excess. Everything was bigger, 
and eve ryone wanted more, more, more!  In contrast to the 

conservative business climate, the voice of color (especially 
neon colors) became louder in casual wear.     
 

Acid Wash Jeans 
In  1987 both sexes were wearing the all important acid washed 
jeans. Acid wash was a chemical processed denim that stripped 
the top layer of color off to a white surface with the undertones of 

navy blue remaining in the jeans. And not only jeans were acid wa shed; if you 
were truly fashionable, you also had an acid washed denim jacket that 

matched said jeans. While blue was the most popular color of acid wash, in the 
late 80s denim manufacturers also experimented with red styles and black 
(black and gold acid wash was truly jaw dropping!)  

 
 
Hair 
Hair styles of the 80s are the most diverse and humorous characteristics of 

this decade. For a while there seemed 
to be a competition to see who could 

build the tallest hair or have the 
strangest angles.   
 

The 80ôs were also the years of the 
infamous mul let , also known a .k.a  Ape 

drape, Canadian passport, beaver 
paddle, bi - level, camaro cut, business 
in front, party in back, mudflap, 

shlong (short - long), achy -breaky -bad -mistakey, ranchero, neckwarmer, 
and, finally, coupe Longueuil . 

Shoes 

If you were a little girl that grew up in the 80's, 
then chances are you owned a pair of jelly shoes. 
These were flexible bright colored jelly shoes that 

you could wear without socks. Also, with the rise of 
Nike, Converse, Vans and Adidas, sneakers became 

more popular.  With the preppy look, the topsiders 
were the  shoes to wear.  

 
Preppy Look   
Preppies actually wore clothes that their parents liked.  They wore 

classy clothes and had short hair. The term ñpreppyò 
actually comes from s tudents who go to preparatory 

schools in order to go to Ivy - league universities like 
Harvard, Yale or Standford. Sales of Lacoste and Ralph 
Lauren's Polo clothes were up, thanks partially to the 

publication of Lisa Birnbach's The Preppy Handbook. Though th e book was 
intended as satire, it was taken at face value by most of its teenaged readers . 



Exercise  
Exercise became a big deal in the 80's an d neon exercise 
clothes became popular.  Leg warmers and oversized 

sweater started with dancers but by around 198 2 they 
began to make an appearance in wider society thanks to 

the movie Flashdance.  
 
 

 

(some of the) Icons  of the 80 s 
Madonna  

Lady Di  

Don Johnson (Miami Vice)  

Michael Jackson  

Olivia Newton -John   

Boy George  

  

 

 
80s music  

From Disco to Dance  

The tr ansition from the late -1970s disco styles to the early -1980s dance styles was 
marked primarily by the change from complex arrangements performed by large 

ensembles of studio sessio n musicians  to a leaner sound, in which one or two singers 
would perform to the accompaniment of synthesizer keyboards and drum machines.    

Alternative rock  -  Alternative music was a phrase invented in early 80s describing 
bands which broke from pop and hair metal and formed a new direction of more focused 

and honest rock.  

Hai r metal  It seemed that to make in the rock business in the 80ôs you needed hair.  A 
lot of it.  And the thicker, the higher, the better.  Famous hair metal bands include Motley 

Crue, Poison, Whitesnake, Cinderella, etc.  

 

 



On August 1 , 1981 , at 12:01 a.m., MTV: Music Television launched with the words 
"Ladies and gentlemen, rock and roll," . Those words 
were accompanied by the original MTV theme song 

playing over a montage of the Apollo 11  moon 
landing.  

The first music video shown on MTV  was " Video Killed the Radio 

Star ".  The original purpose of the channel was to show music 
videos  and sporadically, the screen would go black when someone at MTV inserted a tape 
into a VCR.  

Generation X 
Generation X  is a term used to describe people b orn between 1963  and 1978 . Generation 
X is generally marked by its lack of optimism for the future, nihilism, cynicism, 

skepticism, alienation and mistrust in traditional values.  
 
The media portrayed Generation X as a group of flannel -wearing, alienated, 

overeducated, un derachieving slackers  with body piercings , who drank franchise -store 
coffee and had to work at McJobs , concepts that had some truth to them but were in 

many cases stereotypes.  

Gen-X thinking is cynical  against things Baby Boomers  who "ru ined everything." Many 
Gen Xers are indifferent toward religion and could be described as atheists .  

Fun Time 
 The 80ôs are synonymous with video games and  Pac-Man  is probably 
the most famous game of all.  It is an icon of 1980s popular  culture . 

Upon its release, the game became a social phenomenon  that sold a 
bevy of merchandise and a lso inspired an animated television series  

and a Top 40 pop single . 
 
 
The Evolution of the Home entertainment System  

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atari 2600: $199   Intellivision: $299  Commodore 64: $595 (1982)   Nintendo 199$  
         $200 (1983)       
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Rubik½s Cube 
Originally called the Magic Cube by its inventor, it was renamed Rubik's Cube 

in 1980 and released worldwide in May of that year, winning a ñgame of the 
yearò award for Best Puzzle. Over one hundred million cubes were sold in the 

period from 1980 to 1982.  It is said to be the world's bes t -selling toy, with 
some 300,000,000 Ru bik's Cubes worldwide.  I n 1981, Patrick  Bossert, a 

twelve -year -old schoolboy from England, published his own solution in a book called You 

Can Do the Cube . The book sold over 1.5 million copies worldwide in seventeen  editions 
and became the number one book on The Times . Edouard  Chambon of France set the 

current world record of 10.36 seconds  
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E.T. the Extra - Terrestrial  was released in  1982 . I t tells the story of a lonely boy who 
befriends a benign alien  that is stranded on Earth . He 
forms a mental, physical and emotional connection 

with E.T. and helps the alien find its way home, 
keeping it out of the government's sight.  

When released the film enchanted many viewers and became an 

enormous box office hit, beating Star Wars  to become the most 
successful film yet released. The film is co nsidered one of the greatest films ever made , 
whilst E.T. became the su bject of many marketing tie - ins . Spielberg still considers it to 

be the film that epitomizes him the most . 

80ôs teen movies 
The 1980's was the decade of the Teen Movie. There were more Teen Movi es made 

during this period than in any other.  Here are some examples.  
 

     
 


