
1950s – The Fabulous Fifties  
With the fifties came teenage 

rebellion  and it seems that 
teenagers have modified the 
way people dressed during 

that period . Girls' dresses 
fluffed out with petticoats and 

crinolines worn under the 
skirt. White Keds tennis shoes 
were worn. Some rebellious women wore tight fitting, 

calf length pants called pedal pushers, with blouses.  
 

Boys fashion consisted of tight Levis, Chinos, white or black tight shirts; loafers or 
Converse shoes with leather jackets. The hair was lon g, greasy and slicked 
back with wing tips at the sides or curling in 

at the middle. James Dean made this look 
famous in "Rebel Without a Cause."   

 
A perfect example of Teenage Rebellion 
would be the film Grease.   Not all kids were 

rebels, however; some, called ñjocksò were 
athletes and would wear their varsity letter 

proudly (or would have their girlfriends wear it).  
 

 

 
 
1946 ï The Birth of the Bikini 

The bikini came into being not too long after 
World War II. Named after Bikini Atoll, a 

nuclear weapon site, the bikini got that 
name due to the ñexplosiveò attraction it 
played on the eyes and the minds of the 

viewers.  
 

 
 
Icons of the 1950s 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Grace Kelly  Marilyn Monroe      James Dean       Audrey Hepburn     Joe Dimaggio   Marlon Brando  

 
 

 



The Birth of Teenagers 
The word Teenager was created in the 1950ôs because teenagers 

started gaining more independence and 

freedom. Teenagers were able to buy more 
things like food, clothes and music because 
of an increase in spending money. With 

medians like television and radio, teenagers 
were able to attend high schoo l dances, 

create clothing trends, dance fads  and 
hairstyles to name a few.  

 

Growing up as  a teenager prior to World War II, kids were expected to take life 
seriously. Males were expected to join the military or go out and get a job in order to 

help bring in money for their family or to take care of their future family.  

Things were starting to change. In the 1950ôs, teenagers where more inclined and 
encouraged to attend college, find a skill, and seek a successful career. Their parents 

had more than likely  gone through the depression 

and a number of wars, and now wanted something 
more for their children.  

The media often portrayed teenagers as juvenile 

delinquents. This sometimes  caused friction, it 
seemed as if teenagers were becoming more 

rebellious, defe nsive, and at times, disrespectful, 
and that listening to rock and roll was the root 
cause of all this rebellion.  

 

Rock nô roll 
Rock and roll was not only a revolution in music but a  great 

adva nce in American civil liberties  as well.  The introducer was 
Alan Freed, a DJ in Cleveland. African -American popular music of 

the day, known as rhythm and blues , was increasingly 
influential, but radio stations and the record industry insisted on 

having white performers for white audiences. The o nly way a 
song composed and performed by blacks could reach a wider 
audience was for it to be remade by a white group.  

Freed was able to get around the prohibition against African -

American music on his radio station by coining a catchy name that was new an d 
therefore all -encompassing. He wouldn't fight to play the forbidden rhythm and blues; 
instead, he would treat his audiences to what he called rock and roll .  

By the mid -1960s the triumph of rock and roll was so complete that the name of the 

genre, now pe rformed by musicians of all races all over the world, shrank to rock .  

The term rock and roll  came from rhythm and blues and jazz and actually meant  to 

have sex with someone , as in "My Man Rocks Me with One Steady Roll," recorded by 
Trixie Smith in 1922, which inspired Bill Haley's famous "Rock Around the Clock" in 
1954.   Parents were opposed to rock and roll music, they despised it, and thought of 

it as corrupting their children.  

 



Some 1950s cars 

 
Porsche 356 Speedster  US$ 4,000  Mercedes 300 SL $7,900   Alfa Romeo Giuli etta  $3,686  

 
 

Cadillac Eldorado $7,750    Chevy Bel Air $2,511        VW Beetle   $1895  

 

 
 Edsel (from Ford)  $2,840  BMW Isetta  $1,100   Corvette $3,591  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


